
World Youth Day is an experience like no other. 
Young pilgrims from around the world come 
together for a week of prayer, worship, and fel-
lowship during which they radiate the joy of 
Christ to each other and to the world. Although 
many difficulties greet pilgrims, the graces that 
flow from these days ignite their faith for years 
to come. 

Prices: 

Simple Lodging -  $1,949 

Budget Lodging -  $2,249 

4 Star Hotel -   $2,549 

Prices are per person, based on a group with 41+ pilgrims. A 

minimum of 15 pilgrims are required for a custom itinerary. 

Package includes: 

• Round trip airfare from Detroit (GR or Lansing add $125) 

• Private coach airport transfers 

• Seven nights lodging  

• WYD registration up to $200 

• JMJ Youth guide from arrival to departure in Panama City 

• WYD meals provided by the registration 

• Breakfast daily at the place of lodging 

• One Panamanian SIM card for an unlocked GSM phone per 
group 

• Public transit pass during WYD 

January 21 - 28, 2019 



World Youth Day Panama 

DAY 1: MONDAY, JANUARY 21 

Welcome to Panama City! You will be greeted by your 

JMJyouth WYD Guide and transferred to your accom-

modations. Once you’ve settled into your lodging, your 

WYD Guide will deliver your WYD Registration kits, and 

help your leaders to prepare the group for the week 

ahead. Depending on your arrival time, you may see a 

few nearby sights en route to your group dinner. 

DAY 2: TUESDAY, JANUARY 22  
PANAMA CITY TOUR 
AM Your WYD Guide will lead you on a tour of Panama 
City, walking through the churches of Casco Viejo, 
along the shoreline of Cinta Costera, and out to Ama-
dor for a panoramic view of the city. As you go, your 
WYD Guide will help orient pilgrims to navigating the 
city, and to moving through crowds as a group. 
PM Pilgrims will gather in Cinta Costera for the WYD 
Opening Mass, celebrated by the local Archbishop. 

DAY 3: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23 CATECHESIS & 
YOUTH FESTIVAL 
AM Pilgrims will meet at their designated site for Eng-
lish-language Catechesis. The morning typically begins 
with worship music. A prominent Cardinal/Bishop will 
give a catechetical talk, after which Mass will be cele-
brated. Confession is usually available throughout the 
morning. 
PM Choose from among the dozens of Youth Festival 
activities taking place throughout the city. Speakers, 
musicians, and other performers will be scheduled 
until late into the evening. 

DAY 4: THURSDAY, JANUARY 24 CATECHESIS & PAPAL 

WELCOME 

AM Pilgrims will meet at their designated site for a 

second day of English-language Catechesis led by a 

different Cardinal/Bishop. 

PM The Pope arrives in Panama City! Pilgrims will 

choose between lining the streets and waiting at Cinta 

Costera to welcome our Holy Father. After his arrival, 

the Pope will give his remarks, and pilgrims chosen 

from around the world will make presentations on 

behalf of their countries. 

DAY 5: FRIDAY, JANAURY 25 CATECHESIS, YOUTH 
FESTIVAL & VIA CRUCIS  
AM Pilgrims meet at their designated site for a final 
day of English-language Catechesis led by a third Cardi-
nal/BIshop. 
PM Choose from among the dozens of Youth Festival 
events to fill your afternoon. In the early evening, 
pilgrims will move to Cinta Costera to pray the Stations 
of the Cross led by our Holy Father. 

DAY 6: SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 PILGRIM WALK & 
PRAYER VIGIL AM Pilgrims from the United States 
typically gather this morning for a national Pilgrim 
Mass. All pilgrims will then set off on the Pilgrim Walk 
(approx. 12km) to Panama Pacifico, the site of the 
Prayer Vigil.  
PM Upon arrival, pilgrims will set up camp and prepare 
for the all-night prayer vigil. The Pope will give his 
official WYD address, and will lead pilgrims in prayer 
and adoration. Musical and other performances will 
open and close the night. 

DAY 7: SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 CLOSING MASS & PIL-
GRIM WALK 
AM Musical performances will start first-thing in the 
morning to awaken sleeping pilgrims. The Holy Father 
will celebrate the closing WYD Mass, and deliver a 
special homily especially for young pilgrims. At the 
conclusion of the Mass, the Pope will announce the 
year and location of the next international World 
Youth Day celebration. 
PM Pilgrims will pack their belongings and begin the 
Pilgrim Walk back to their lodging in central Panama 
City. The afternoon and evening are free for you and 
your pilgrims to rest, eat, and enjoy relaxing time in 
the city. 

DEPARTURE: MONDAY, JANUARY 28 Depart on your 
flight home, or begin your post- WYD extension. 
Browse our extension recommendations on the next 
page, or let us know how we can create a custom 
experience just for you! 
DAILY MASS IS ALWAYS PART OF YOUR ITINERARY, 
EXCEPT ON AIR TRAVEL DAYS. 

COMMON QUESTIONS 

What is the age limit to attend WYD? 

The WYD events are designed for young adults ages 16 
- 35. However, there is no age limit to register for the 
week’s events. For groups welcoming high school 
participants, we encourage group leaders to consider 
the physical, spiritual, and behavioral maturity of any 
individual wanting to join the group. We do not recom-
mend WYD for those younger than 14. 
 
May pilgrims and chaperons skip the Pil-
grim Walk? 
The Pilgrim Walk is a core component of WYD, and is 
meant to be walked by all pilgrims. Those who have a 
handicap will have access to special transportation for 
disabled pilgrims. Otherwise, there will not be alterna-
tive transport for pilgrims who are elderly, out of 
shape, or tired from walking 10+ miles each of the 
previous days. Those unable to make the walk will 
have to stay behind (with a chaperon, in the case of 
minors). Physically preparing for WYD is as critical as 
preparing spiritually! 

What is “simple lodging”? 

Simple lodging is, essentially, indoor camping (above). 
Pilgrims bring sleeping bags and mats to stay on the 
floor of a gymnasium, church hall, or similar building. 
Bathrooms and basic showers (sometimes a garden 
hose hung over a wall) are limited, as are electrical 
outlets to charge devices. This is the most authentic 
pilgrim experience! 
Traditionally, groups that register for simple lodging 
are assigned a lodging location by the WYD Committee 
and do not know where they will stay until just weeks - 
sometimes days! - before they arrive. To alleviate the 
problems and safety concerns presented by this sce-
nario, JMJyouth/Nobile reserves our own, private 
simple lodging facilities. This way, we can confirm safe, 
centrally-located lodging for your group months in 
advance. 

What is “budget lodging”? 

Budget lodging varies slightly for each WYD. In Pana-
ma, groups will be assigned to hostels or simple 3-
star+ hotels that sleep 2 to 10 pilgrims in each room. 
As with all of our lodging options, we personally select 
budget accommodations that are safe and centrally-
located. 



I am the servant of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word. (Lk. 1:38) 

PANAMA 

DAYS IN THE DIOCESE 
TRANSPORTATION: $250 

Spend the days before WYD with a local host parish. 

Pilgrims participate in spiritual, cultural, and service 

activities together with local parishioners. (Available 

before WYD only. An additional DID Registration Fee 

will apply.) 

DAY TRIPS 

PANAMA CANAL BONUS: $80* 

Dig deep into the sights of Panama City. Take in the 

Panama Canal’s Miraflores Locks, discover the Biodi-

versity Museum, and explore the ruins of Panama 

Viejo. *Contingent on full bus 

RAINFOREST ESCAPE: $125  

Break away from the urban landscape for a day in 

Soberanfa National Park. Choose your adventure: an 

Aerial Tram tour into the treetops, or a Boating Expe-

dition on Gatun Lake. 

RAINFOREST RETREAT: $625 

Escape the crowds of the city, and take time to pre-

pare for or reflect upon your WYD experience while 

enjoying the beauty of God’s creation. Full facilities 

are available to groups for your retreat needs. Retreat 

is fully custom. Example price based on a 3-day retreat 

for 25+ pilgrims. Meeting space, other facilities, and 

tours are available for an additional charge. Includes 

round-trip transportation on a coach bus, lodging in a 

4-star rainforest resort, access to resort facilities 

(including hiking trails, pool, and fitness center), and 

breakfast and dinner daily.   

COSTA RICA (4 days)     $1,345 

DAY 1: JANUARY 17 | JANUARY 28 

Spend the days before WYD with a local host parish. 

Pilgrims participate in spiritual, cultural, and service 

activities together with local parishioners. (Available 

before WYD only. An additional DID Registration Fee 

will apply.) 

DAY 2-4: JANUARY 18-20 | JANUARY 29-31 
Enter into the theme of WYD: “I am the servant of the 
Lord. May it be done to me according to your 
word.” (Luke 1:38) 

The FMC Team will equip you to be immediately ac-
tive in serving local needs during the time of your stay 
by welcoming you into relationships and programs 
already in place. Live the corporal works of mercy as 
you serve the community through elder home visits, 
infrastructure improvement projects, and other im-
portant tasks. Pray, worship, and serve together with 
the missionaries and locals. Practice your Spanish 
skills, and experience the culture of “Pura Vida” (pure 
life) as you form friendships that will not soon be 
forgotten. 

DEPARTURE: JANUARY 18-20 | JANUARY 29-31 
Pre-WYD: Depart for WYD Week in Panama City. Post-
WYD: Depart for home. 

DAYS IN THE DIOCESE (Costa Rica) 
TRANSPORTATION: $625 

Spend the days before WYD with a local host parish. Pilgrims 

participate in spiritual, cultural, and service activities togeth-

er with local parishioners. (Available only before WYD) We 

will provide transportation from your arrival airport to your 

DID host parish, and from your host parish to your WYD 

lodging. This price based on participating within a Costa 

Rican diocese designated by JMJyouth. An additional DID 

Registration Fee may apply.  

MEXICO (5 days)                    $1,245 

DAY 1: JANUARY 16 | JANUARY 28 

Arrive in Mexico City, transfer to your accommoda-

tions, and meet your Guide. Dinner and overnight in 

Mexico City.  

DAY 2: JANUARY 17 | JANUARY 29 
GUADALUPE & TEOTIHUACAN PYRAMIDS  
Journey the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Kneel 
before the altar displaying the astounding Tilma, and 
see the Old Basilica. 

Continue your pilgrimage at El Cerrito. Climb the stairs 
rising to the summit of Tepeyac Hill, and reflect upon 
Guadalupe’s message for our time. 

In the afternoon, head north to ancient Teotihuacan. 
Marvel at the Pyramid of the Sun, the Pyramid of the 
Moon, the Temple of Quetzalcoatl, and the grand 
Avenue of the Dead. Return to Mexico City for dinner 
and overnight. 

DAY 3: JANUARY 18 | JANUARY 30 
MEXICO CITY 
Visit the great sights of the Capital City, including the 
Plaza of Three Cultures where Aztec, Spanish, and 
modern Mexican cultures meet. The day tour also 
includes the enormous Metropolitan Cathedral, the 
National Palace, and the Church of St Francis of Assisi. 
Dinner and overnight in Mexico City. 

DAY 4: JANUARY 19 | JANUARY 31 
MISSIONARY DAY OF SERVICE Travel to the outer 
edges of Mexico City for a day of service at a Mission-
aries of Charity orphanage*. Hearts will be moved by 
the infants, teenagers, and elderly who have been 
abandoned by their families due to an array of disabil-
ities. There will be time to play and enjoy their compa-
ny, but also time to serve them by cleaning, helping at 
meal times, and responding to other needs and re-
quests. Dinner and overnight in Mexico City. 

*Your group may serve an alternate project, depend-
ing upon where the need is the greatest. 

DAY 5: JANUARY 20 | FEBRUARY 1 
TLAXCALA, OCOTLAN, & PUEBLA Venture to Puebla, 
passing by the Great Pyramid of Cholula. Pray at the 
holy shrine of San Miguel del Milagro, visit its well of 
curative waters, and see the miraculous statue of the 
Virgin Mary in the Basilica of Our Lady of Ocotlan. 

In the afternoon, explore the UNESCO World Heritage 
city of Puebla. Visit St. Francis of Assisi Church and the 
incorrupt body of Bl. Sebastian de Aparicio. Dinner 
and overnight in Puebla. 

DEPARTURE: JANUARY 21 | FEBRUARY 2 
WYD: Depart for WYD Week in Panama City.  
Post-WYD: Depart for home.  Contact Jamie Thom 

jamie@nobiletravel.com | (313) 799-0419 

www.nobiletravel.com/wyd-2019 


